[Evaluation of the role of specific antimeningococcal antibodies in the spread of meningococcal carrier states in collectives].
The results of serological, bacteriological and epidemiological studies carried out in populations with different epidemic pattern of meningococcal infection are presented. A-group specific antibody was found to have the leading role in the intensity of the spread of meningococcal infection in the populations. The presence of antibody to this antigen in 16.7% of serum samples inhibited dissemination of meningococci in the populations. Simultaneously with an increase in the herd immunity level to 34.8% the attenuation of the active meningococcal dissemination cycle was observed. Meningococci isolated in the populations with different epidemic patterns of meningococcal infection were shown to have different ecological properties.